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Greece:  Zakynthos sea turtles under serious pressure
Illegal activities and lack of implementation of laws and regulations during summer 2011 never deem to end at the Zakynthos National Marine Park (ZNMP). 

In mid July 2011 following a delay of nine months, the Ministry of Environment Energy and Climate Change (YPEKA) finally released the necessary funds to the ZNMP from the EU co-funded Operational Programme "Environment and Sustainable Development" (EPERAA). The funds covered for salaries owed to ZNMP staff since November 2010 and should cover running costs and activities of the Park Agency until the end of 2011. The delayed disbursement of funds, however, had already caused many problems to the Management Agency and to the Protected Area of the Park. MEDASSET assessed the implementation of conservation measures and regulations during the summer of 2011 and reports:

· In Daphne, the second most important nesting beach in Laganas Bay up until 2006, illegal bars, tavernas and other buildings with unexecuted demolition protocols and massive fines pending, operated uncontrollably at night, disorienting emerging hatchlings. Nest numbers on Daphne beach were considerably low in 2011. Excavating machines were used to enlarge the existing illegal parking lot and to create a new parking lot behind the illegal tavernas, which were paved with gravel and planted with trees.

· On 13 September 2011, a Euro MP posed a question in the EU Parliament regarding the pollution caused by the saturated and illegal landfill operating within the ZNMP. The EU Environment Commissioner, Janez Potocnik, replied that if the landfill was not removed until the end of 2011, the Commission would open an infringement procedure (case 2009/2340) against Greece. Despite the intervention of the European Commissioner, the landfill continues to operate within the ZNMP and has been further expanded with the construction of two additional illegal cells. Local competent authorities have yet to clarify when and where the new landfill will be relocated.

· Due to lack of resources, patrolling of the marine area of the ZNMP was almost nonexistent, since it was impossible for the Coast Guard vessel to monitor the entire Laganas Bay on a daily basis, while joint patrols with the Marine Park vessel only began in mid-July 2011. The high number of dead turtles (45 in total) was indicative of the numerous violations recorded in Laganas Bay. Twenty-seven dead turtles (60%) were recorded within the boundaries of the ZNMP while about 35% of which were female turtles which were predated by monk seals (Monachus monachus) (based on data collected from ARCHELON). The loss of such a large number of adult turtles may irreversibly affect the loggerhead population that reproduces in Zakynthos.

· Nesting in summer 2011 was significantly reduced (786 nests) compared to the previous two years. According to ARCHELON data (1984-2010) the annual average of nests recorded on the beaches of the ZNMP is 1216.

· On 29 September 2011, the illegal underwater stone wavebreaker that was installed in Marathonissi islet at the beginning of the nesting season, without prior permission from competent authorities and with no prior environmental impact assessment, was successfully removed with the participation of MEDASSET, ARCHELON, the Zakynthos Land Management Agency, the Port Police and members of ZNMP staff. Inside the fenced area of the small privately owned islet, an arbitrary wooden structure was built, which, despite complaints from environmental NGOs and the Park Administration, has not been removed.

MEDASSET will continue for the 24th year to monitor and assess conservation measures at the ZNMP and to update on all illegal activities in order to mobilize all relevant stakeholders for the National Marine Park’s effective protection.
For more information and/or images, please contact MEDASSET at medasset@medasset.org
MEDASSET- the Mediterranean Association to Save the Sea Turtles, founded in 1988, is an international NGO registered as a charity and private company in the UK and as a Non Profit Organisation in Greece. MEDASSET plays an active role in the study and conservation of sea turtles and their habitats throughout the Mediterranean, through scientific research, environmental education, political lobbying and raising public awareness. The organisation has been a Partner to the Mediterranean Action Plan (MAP) of UNEP and a Permanent Observer-member of the Bern Convention at the Council of Europe since 1988. In 2009, MEDASSET was awarded Partner status for the implementation of UNEP’s Action Plan for the Conservation of Marine Mediterranean. 
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